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The UAE laws strictly regulate the process of assets distribution upon
individual s demise based on Sharia law. That said, death of even non-Muslim

expatriate holding assets in the UAE will automatically lead to:

freeze of bank accounts, including joint accounts held with spouse;
termination of residence visas of dependents (which means that family
member will have to leave the UAE);

transfer of custody over minor children to a person appointed by
court;

division of his/her assets under Sharia law.

Thus, if one passes away with no Will left, his/her immediate family
members and loved ones may have a rough passage dealing with complex
and time-consuming process of property partition. Moreover, Sharia laws
envisage clear orders of distribution of deceased’'s property, therefore,
some close people and relatives may be left with nothing. For instance, if a
man dies, only 1/8 of his assets will be distributed to his wife and the son will
get double that of the daughter gets. Moreover, his wife may not

automatically be appointed as the legal guardian of their children.

Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) provides unprecedented
opportunity for non-Muslims to register a will with full testamentary freedom

to bequeath their estate under common law principles.

Registering a will with the DIFC Wills & Probate Registry is one of the

most important things that every non-Muslim with assets in Dubai or Ras Al
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Khaimah should consider as part of their life planning.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO REGISTER A WILL IN DIFC?

. You are not a Muslim, and have never been a Muslim

. You are over 21 years of age

o You own assets in Dubai and/or Ras Al Khaimah

. Children for which you wish to appoint guardians for must be

habitually resident in Dubai or Ras Al Khaimah

WHAT KIND OF ESTATE YOU CAN BEQUETHE TO YOUR HEIRS?

o Real estate

. Shares in UAE companies

. Bank and brokerage accounts
. Vehicles

o Goods, artwork, savings
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Who we are?

Garant Business Consultancy DMCC is a boutique business advisory firm with
wide expertise in business establishment and operation in the UAE market.

Garant has an extensive hands-on experience in advising on worldwide
structuring assets as well as estate planning and wealth management.

Having supported establishment of more than hundreds of companies
Garant is the best choice for those looking for well-trusted, diligent and
quality-oriented business advisors.

Who will support you?

ALEXANDER MARTS ASSEM MURATOVA
Managing Director Senior Associate

t: +9714 421 4335 t: + 9714 4214335

e: a.marts@garant.ae e: assem.m@garant.ae

Disclaimer

This material has been prepared for general informational purposes only and
is not intended to be relied upon as accounting, tax, or any other professional
advice. The information herein is provided "as is" and without warranty of
any kind, express or implied.

Garant disclaims all express and implied warranties with regard to the
information and materials contained on this material, including without
limitation implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular
purpose and non-infringement.

If you require any further information or explanations, or specific advice,
please contact us and we will be happy to discuss matters further.

© 2019 Garant Business Consultancy DMCC. All Rights Reserved
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